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BETH STAPLES, PRESIDING 

 
LOIS WIER 

Past President, New Jersey State Chapter 
Chapter AH, Colts Neck 

 
Lois Wier was born in Britt, Iowa on June 17, 1925, and trained to be a teacher.  After earning 
money for college by teaching in a one room school house, she earned her degree at Iowa State 
University.  It was there that she met her husband Joseph, to whom she was married for more 
than sixty-five years.  While Joe pursued his doctoral studies, Lois worked and began raising 
their two daughters.  After Joe earned his PhD, they moved to New Jersey, first to Scotch Plains 
and then to Colts Neck, where she lived for more than fifty years. 
  
Lois was active in many groups and was most concerned with her twin passions for women's 
education and music. She and Joe were long-time subscribers and contributors to the New Jersey 
Symphony Orchestra. She was an avid bridge player and reader, belonging to several bridge 
groups and book clubs. She loved to travel and for years spent annual vacations in Florida and 
Nantucket, as well as making jaunts to Europe, Alaska and Tahiti and many trips across the 
country to visit the widely scattered members of her family. She was a long-time member of the 
Colts Neck Reformed Church and performed with their Morning Bells bell choir for several 
years. 
 
She belonged to the American Association of University Women and was a member of PEO 
since 1972, serving as New Jersey state president from 1985-1986. She held all offices in her 
local chapter and contributed to the health of her local chapter by chairing and joining 
committees, hosting meetings, and participating in social activities.  Up until her last day, Lois 
was always up for anything.  If you called her to go someplace, the answer was usually “Yes”.   
 
Of Lois' many talents, perhaps her greatest gifts were those of friendship and family. She had 
friends of all ages and cherished them all.  When she talked about her four grandchildren, her 
face lit up with pride and happiness.  Their name for her was “Ra”, and she was fully immersed 
in their activities, attending swim meets, soccer matches, concerts, graduations and weddings.  If 
you asked Lois where she had been on vacation, it always involved going on a trip with her 
family. The most touching remembrances at her funeral service were given by her grandchildren, 
who shared memories of times spent with Ra. 
 
Lois was predeceased by her loving husband Joe and is survived by her two daughters and four 
grandchildren.   
 
Lois entered Chapter Eternal on October 28, 2015. 
Lois Weir ~ a note in the song that is P.E.O. 
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JANIE BOYD 
Chapter H, Morristown 

 
Janie Castles Boyd was born on October 22nd, 1918 and grew up in the small rural town of 
Blackstone, Virginia.  She attended Blackstone College and then Mary Washington College, now 
the University of Mary Washington, where she graduated in 1939 with a teaching degree in 
home economics.  She then taught in Newsoms, Virginia. 
 
In January, 1942, Janie married John (Jack) Thomas Castles.  Their wedding, originally planned 
for June, was brought forward when Jack was called to serve in the Pacific during World War II.  
When the war ended, Jack finished his master’s degree in chemical engineering and began work 
at General Electric.  Over the years, Janie and Jack lived in Schenectady, New York; Fairfield 
and Greenwich, Connecticut; Pittsfield, Massachusetts; and Bloomfield Hills, Michigan.  When 
Jack died in 1969, Janie moved to Darien, Connecticut where she met and married Austen Boyd 
in 1975.  The Boyds then moved to Morristown, New Jersey.   
  
Janie enjoyed being active in the communities in which she lived.  She and Austen loved 
belonging to the Watnong Garden Club.  She particularly enjoyed being a part of the life of the 
churches that she joined contributing to church life in various ways, including serving as a 
Sunday School teacher, being on various committees, and serving as an Elder in The 
Presbyterian Church in Morristown. 
 
Janie was initiated into P.E.O. Chapter E, Stamford, Connecticut and transferred to Chapter H, 
Morristown, New Jersey in 1977.  Her sisters in Chapter H were very dear to her heart and she 
enjoyed the friendships that she developed there.  Known for her Southern hospitality, she often 
said that her favorite hobby was people and the many friends that she leaves behind are a 
testament to that. 
 
Janie is survived by her daughter, her three stepchildren, seven grandchildren, and eight great 
grandchildren.   
 
Janie entered Chapter Eternal on January 29, 2016. 
Janie Boyd ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 
 

EVELYN JEAN MCCONNELL ENTWISLE 
Chapter H, Morristown 

 
Evelyn Jean McConnell Entwisle grew up in East Orange, New Jersey in a household that 
included her parents, her older brother, her grandmother and several aunts.  She graduated from 
The College of Wooster in 1950 and returned to East Orange where she met David Entwisle.  
They were married in 1955.  The family soon included two sons; Bob and Bill.  They moved to 
Randolph in 1972 where Evelyn worked as a secretary in the Social Science department at 
County College of Morris until she retired in 1994.   
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The family enjoyed spending summer vacations at Cousins Island in Maine, something that 
Evelyn continued to treasure throughout her later life.   
 
Evelyn loved to travel.  She and David had great memories of going to England, Norway, and 
driving cross-country to visit family in Montana.  She also loved listening to classical music, 
especially opera, and for many years attended performances at the Metropolitan Opera in New 
York City.  She was an enthusiastic bridge player, with a surprising competitive streak. 
 
Evelyn was an active member of the Presbyterian Church of Morristown.  She sang in the choir, 
served as an Elder, on various boards and committees, and regularly attended Wednesday Chapel 
services. 
 
After David died in 2002 Evelyn sustained herself with a very rich and rewarding social life, 
with many valued friends.  She was devoted to her family – her two sons and her three 
grandchildren.  
 
Evelyn was initiated into Chapter H in 2008 and served as Treasurer for several years. Numerous 
times Evelyn filled in as Chaplain. Her sisters in Chapter H will miss their faithful and loving 
sister.  
 
Evelyn entered Chapter Eternal on February 1, 2016. 
Evelyn Entwisle ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 

JANE MADEY 
Chapter I, New Brunswick 

 
Jane Madey was born on March 28, 1938.  She lived in Queens, New York until her family 
relocated to Maryland when she was a teenager.  Jane attended Mount Saint Agnes College in 
Baltimore where she met Ted, who was attending nearby Loyola College.  After a three-year 
courtship, they married and remained happily together for 48 years until Ted’s death in 2008.    
 
Jane’s love for education didn’t stop after her marriage—she went back to school and earned her 
Bachelors in Education from Loyola College, commuting 150 miles round trip from Burkittsville 
to Baltimore for several years.  She taught at several Maryland schools before Ted accepted a 
position as State of New Jersey Professor of Surface Science at Rutgers University.  It was this 
time in Jane’s life, after caring for her children and her mother, that she blossomed.  As a source 
of new friendships and a rewarding career, her position as Librarian and Media Instructor at the 
Immaculate Conception School in Somerville, New Jersey spanned nearly two decades.  
 
Ted’s position at Rutgers was a springboard to their travels, and the couple took extended trips 
throughout the US, Europe, Asia and Latin America.  From Oktoberfest celebrations in Munich 
to speeding tuk-tuk rides in Bangkok to pyramid climbs in Mexico, Jane embraced life with 
passion and optimism.  Closer to home, she frequently traveled up and down the east coast to 
visit her children, grandchildren, and many friends and to spend time at her beloved lake house 
near Lake George, New York. 
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It was here in New Jersey that Jane was initiated into Chapter I in 1993.  She held the office of 
Corresponding Secretary for an amazing 17 years!  Jane led an inspired life based on kindness, 
exuberance and close friendships.  She was a stylish and creative woman, with abounding energy 
and the wonderful ability to connect with just about anyone.  Jane was a loyal sister and 
exemplified the PEO virtues.  Jane’s passing is deeply felt in Chapter I where her sisters miss her 
smile, warmth and can-do attitude.   
 
She is survived by her four children and 14 grandchildren. 
 
Jane entered Chapter Eternal on January 14, 2016.   
Jane Madey ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 

NATALIE NEWTON 
Chapter J, Ridgewood 

  
Natalie Newton was born on March 12, 1934 in New York City, but was raised in Ridgewood, 
New Jersey.  She graduated from Ridgewood High School before graduating from Elmira 
College in Elmira, New York in 1956 with a degree in History/Economics/Education.   
 
Natalie worked for many years as a teacher and sales representative and was an active member of 
the Community Church of Ho-Ho-Kus.  Initiated into Chapter J in 1971, Natalie served as 
President, Treasurer, and Corresponding Secretary and was also a New Jersey State Convention 
Chairman and a Reciprocity Chairman. Her mother was a P.E.O. sister as is her daughter. 
 
Natalie would want people to remember her when she was vibrant and healthy. She had a great 
sense of adventure and traveled cross-country twice by herself.  She was a Reiki master, studied 
shamanism, visited Africa, Costa Rica, Ireland and England.  She frequented Maine, which was a 
second home in her heart.  She loved the ocean and found much peace at Schoodic Point, Maine 
and Blue Hill, Maine where she will be laid to rest, back to her roots.  Her sisters in Chapter J 
loved her very much! 
 
She is survived by her three children and her two grandchildren. 
 
Natalie entered Chapter Eternal on January 23, 2016. 
Natalie Newton ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 

BETTY ROBERTSON 
Chapter L, Chatham 

 
Betty Robertson was born in 1923 in Hartshorne, Oklahoma and always thought of Oklahoma as 
home.  She studied piano for many years and was an accomplished musician, teaching piano in 
junior and senior high school. 
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Betty received a degree in Economics from the University of Oklahoma, then lived in Chicago 
for 2 years working for a brokerage firm.  Returning to Oklahoma, she met and married Keith 
Robertson, a World War II Air Force veteran and worked at the University while he finished his 
degree. They then moved to Dallas where Betty worked part time for a CPA and gave birth to 
their daughter, Mary Allen.  Betty taught Sunday School, led Bluebirds and Camp Fire Girls and 
often served as room mother. 
 
In 1966, Betty and Keith moved to New Jersey and she began working for Johnson and Johnson. 
Her last position was secretary to Richard Sellers, retired J&J Board Chairman.  With him, she 
worked on one of the first trade missions to China after Nixon reopened trade to the country.  
 
When her sister, Mary Jo Brown, also an accomplished pianist, passed away, Betty established a 
named, endowed scholarship at Illinois State University for music students in Mary Jo’s 
memory.  In 2015, six students received money from this scholarship, which Betty’s daughter 
believes was Betty’s proudest accomplishment. 
 
Betty was initiated into P.E.O. in 1991 and, during her 20 plus mile commute to evening chapter 
meetings, would share interesting stories of her past.  Her pride in her daughter always shone 
through, and she was very excited in 2007 to learn that her daughter, now living in Houston, had 
become a P.E.O. sister.  Betty served on various committees in her 24 years as a member of 
Chapter L serving as President of her chapter and on the Reciprocity Board for 2 years.   She was 
known for her monthly I.P.S. reports, her wisdom, and her love for reading and outstanding book 
review programs.  Her chapter sisters loved her like an older sister and remember her gracious, 
congenial, happy, loving support.   
 
Betty never divulged her age but continued to be active in the Presbyterian Church of Bound 
Brook and P.E.O. till age 92.  Chapter L feels a very big loss, but is thankful to have loved and 
been influenced by Betty through the years. 
 
Betty entered Chapter Eternal on November 30, 2015. 
Betty Robertson ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 

PHYLLIS PFRANGER 
Chapter M, Westwood 

 
Phyllis Joyce Bongard Pfranger was born in Jerome, Arizona.  Her father, a mining engineer 
moved the family around to his various job locations.  As result, Phyllis lived in Arizona, 
California, Mexico, Texas, and New Mexico before her father went to the New York office, and 
the family settled in New Jersey.   
 
Phyllis graduated from West Virginia University in 1955 with a degree in home economics.  
Back home, she met her husband, Carl Pfranger, at nearby Tice’s Farm where she worked. They 
married in 1955 and settled in Hillsdale where Phyllis lived for 60 years.  She worked for the 
Xerox Corporation for 20 years, and after retiring, returned to school to obtain her certification in 
early childhood development. She then worked in the nursery school of the YMCA in 
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Ridgewood, New Jersey.  She also taught in the nursery school of the Hillsdale United Methodist 
Church where she was a Sunday school teacher for more than 30 years. 
 
She loved flowers, going for drives, reading mysteries, and playing scrabble.  Most of all she 
loved her family – her son Stephen and her daughter Margaret, also a member of Chapter M.  
Phyllis was blessed with 2 grandchildren, 4 great grandchildren and a granddaughter-in-law. 
 
Phyllis was initiated into her mother’s Chapter M, Westwood in 1958 and was honored as a 
Golden Girl - 57 years as a P.E.O sister.  She remained a loyal, active member for her entire life 
serving as president twice and in all the other offices except for treasurer.  Her sisters in Chapter 
M miss her winning smile and easy manner. 
 
Phyllis entered Chapter Eternal on March 16, 2015. 
Phyllis Pfranger ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 

Helen (Ruth) Hayden Nelson 
Chapter Q, Montclair 

 
Helen Nelson was born in Plymouth, Massachusetts on June 8, 1926 and eventually moved to 
Montclair, New Jersey.  After graduating from Montclair High School and Bucknell University, 
she married her husband, Theodore C. Nelson, with whom she raised four sons. 
 
Helen was involved in numerous community activities in Montclair including Cub Scouts, Boy 
Scouts, Union Congregational Church, the Women’s Club of Upper Montclair, the Nature Center, 
the Red Cross, the Montclair Historical Society, the Montclair Republican Club, the Essex 
County Republican Committee, and the Deer Lake Club among many others. She enjoyed 
playing and watching sports, was an avid tennis player and bowler, and enjoyed knitting, 
needlepoint and quilting. She also had worked as a phlebotomist with the North Jersey Blood 
Center. 
 
She received the first Silver Fawn Award ever awarded in scouting in 1971 and was the Grand 
Marshall of the Montclair 4th of July Parade in 1975. 
 
Helen moved to Lancaster Massachusetts in 1988 to care for her aging parents where she 
continued her community involvement with the First Church of Lancaster, the Female Charitable 
Society and the Current Topics Club while continuing to enjoy playing tennis and rug hooking. 
She returned to Montclair in 2004 and was initiated into Chapter Q, Montclair on March 23, 
2005 serving on committees, as guard, and, as chapter chairman of the P.E.O. Program for 
Continuing Education.  Her sisters in Chapter Q will always remember the interesting and 
informative programs that she gave featuring her beautiful handmade quilts and rugs. 
She is survived by her four sons, three daughters-in-law, six grandchildren, and her sister. 
 
Helen entered Chapter Eternal on February 24, 2016.   
Helen Nelson ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
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BETTY VREELAND 
Chapter Q, Montclair 

 
Betty Vreeland was a member of Chapter Q for 25 years.  Her sisters in Q miss hearing her voice 
when they sing the Opening Ode.  A lifelong member of the Montclair Operetta Club, she sang 
in the choir of the Verona Presbyterian Church and belonged to the Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the Montclair Colony of the Society of New England. She was one of four 
members of the Speertown Quilters initiated on September 20, 1990.  
 
Upon retirement as a math teacher, she became the financial secretary of St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church and a trustee of the New Jersey Teachers Annuity and Pension Fund.  For many years, 
she crafted the Chapter Q budget and always gave the chapter sound advice on financial matters 
especially in some lean years.  She served as Q’s secretary and treasurer and long after her stint 
as secretary was over, she willingly agreed to be the chapter’s ‘substitute secretary’, a job that 
often extended into months. She took beautiful minutes.  
 
Betty was predeceased by her husband Richard and is survived by her daughter Elizabeth Ann 
and Elizabeth’s husband Richard.  Her sisters in Chapter Q sorely miss Betty and her beautiful 
smile. 
 
Betty entered Chapter Eternal on April 29, 2015. 
Betty Vreeland ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 

CONSTANCE WOLFFE 
Chapter Q, Montclair 

 
Constance Brewer Wolffe was born in Arizona on January 3, 1921.  She attended the University 
of Arizona and graduated as a registered nurse from St. Mary’s Nursing School in Tucson. 
 
During World War II, Constance served as a lieutenant in the US Army Nursing Corps.  Nursing 
was very important to her, and she later worked for some time as an office nurse. 
 
She married Findley Patterson Wolffe, III, and they raised a daughter and two sons.  Upon 
moving to Montclair, Constance became an active member of the Upper Montclair Women's 
Club and the Half Hour Club, and was an active parishioner of Union Congregational Church in 
Upper Montclair. 
 
Constance was initiated into Chapter in 1995 and served on several committees and was chapter 
chaplain.  She was a volunteer for the Red Cross and at the West Essex Guidance Center.  In her 
spare time, she was an avid reader and Yankee fan.  She especially enjoyed playing the piano 
and being a grandmother to her three grandchildren and to her great-granddaughter.  
 
Constance entered Chapter Eternal on November 21, 2015. 
Constance Wolffe – another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
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SUSAN HUBBARD RAY WOODWORTH 
Chapter S, Short Hills 

 
Susan Woodworth was born in East Orange, New Jersey and raised on Shelter Island, New York. 
She was educated at the Emma Willard School in Troy, New York and received her degree from 
Western College in Oxford, Ohio.  
 
Her post-college employment included positions with Kinney Car Rental Insurance Division in 
New York City and the Skylab Program of Martin Marietta in Washington, DC. When she and 
her family moved to New Jersey, she was able to put her retail and artistic talents to work at 
“Handmaids” and “The Summit Sampler” in Summit. She loved her time as a substitute teacher, 
AP exam proctor and final exam facilitator at Kent Place School in Summit where, besides being 
an excellent educator, her arrival at each teaching assignment was much heralded for the 
delicious baked goodies she would always bring for the faculty to enjoy in their break room! She 
exuded warmth and caring, always having a smile on her face and offering an encouraging pat on 
the back. 
 
Sue’s interests and endeavors were wide-ranging and meaningful. As a member of Calvary 
Episcopal Church, she lent her beautiful voice to the choir and Calvary Chorale. A sustaining 
member of the Junior League, she spent many happy hours sorting, pricing and displaying items 
for sale. She was in charge of the baked goods for the Christmas Boutique and House Tour of the 
Carter House for the Summit Historical Society. The College Club, DAR and Questers were also 
beneficiaries of her intelligence and support, and she was a patron and supporter of Carnegie 
Hall and several public television and classical music radio stations. 
 
An avid and accomplished rug hooker, she was a member of the Anne Arundel Guild in 
Maryland and the Hunterdon County Rug Artisans Guild – she loved attending week-long 
workshops and catching up with friends’ projects. When not “hooking”, Sue could be found 
curled up with a good book, taking long walks in beautiful gardens, or in the kitchen baking 
delicious treats for friends and organizations. 
 
Sue was initiated into Chapter O-Summit in 2004, serving as Recording Secretary for two terms 
and President for three. When Chapter O disbanded, Chapter S was lucky to welcome this 
beautiful and talented sister into their lives. During her final illness, her Chapter S sisters were 
blessed with her love and warmth as she received their meals, cards and visits. This brave and 
very dear sister was an inspiration to all, and she is sorely missed. 
 
Sue is survived by her husband Jay, daughter Marian, son Nicholas and much doted-upon 
grandchildren Emma, Liam and Hailey. 
 
Susan entered Chapter Eternal on July 3, 2015. 
Susan Woodworth ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
  



 
 

2016 Time of Remembrance Biographies 
9 

JANET FERRY 
Chapter W, Haddonfield 

 
Janet McAbee Ferry was a lifelong resident of Haddonfield. She met her husband Gene at Drexel 
University where she received her degree in fashion design. At one time, she made costumes for 
the Gimbel’s (now Macy’s) Thanksgiving Day parade.  
 
Janet served her community as an active member of the Central and Haddonfield Memorial High 
School PTAs, president of the West Jersey Hospital Auxiliary, and a lifelong member of the 
Haddonfield Presbyterian Church.  She was also a florist for Primrose Florist where she could 
showcase her exceptional talent for floral design.  She enjoyed bridge, golf, art, sewing and 
decorating.  
 
Initiated into Chapter W in 1972, Janet was a faithful and caring P.E.O. sister for 44 years. Her 
favorite activity was the Chapter’s Make It Bake It Take It fundraiser at which her contributions 
were highly sought.  With Gene, her husband of 60 years, Janet raised three children, and has 
eight grandchildren and three great grandchildren.  In her memory, her family has begun the 
Tommy Foundation, which will give blankets to people who are ill. 
 
Janet entered Chapter Eternal on March 16, 2015. 
Janet Ferry ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 

VIRGINIA STARR STEWART 
Chapter AA, Ridgewood 

 
Virginia “Ginny” Stewart was born on March 15, 1920 in Oak Park Illinois.  She lived in 
Teaneck and was a graduate of Teaneck High School.  She also lived in Ramsey, Hawthorne, 
and Ridgefield Park before settling in Wyckoff where she attended Grace United Methodist 
Church. 
 
Ginny was an active member of Chapter AA where she worked on all the Chapter Committees, 
but never held office.  She worked on State conventions and Reciprocity.  She participated in all 
the Chapter trips and hosted dinners and delivered food to the Food Bank for the Chapter.  In 
September 2008, she was featured in an article in the Bergen Record on Volunteers at Valley 
Hospital for her work at the Kurth Cottage.  For many years, she was a volunteer Registrar for 
local State elections. 
 
Ginny and her husband, Sigmund (Sig) had two children, daughter Lynne and son Bruce and are 
also survived by their four grandchildren, and seven great grandchildren. 
 
Ginny is remembered for her ready smile and good sense of humor and was loved by all her 
sisters.  
 
She entered Chapter Eternal on November 16, 2015 
Ginny Stewart ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
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ELLEN MAE CRAWFORD 
Chapter AD, Ridgewood 

 
Ellen Mae Crawford, was born April 9, 1928 in Dallas Texas. The family moved to Eastland, 
Texas where Ellen graduated from Eastland High School in 1944.  Because of WW II, she went 
straight to the University of Texas when sessions began in July and earned her degree in 
Nutrition.  She was a member of the Orange Jackets and Mortar Board, both honorary 
organizations. 
 
Ellen married Wid Crawford, her childhood sweetheart, on Valentine Day, 1948. She earned her 
“PHT” degree (“Putting Hubby Through” as she described it) working as a chemistry laboratory 
technician while Wid earned a Master Degree and a PhD at Texas A & M.  Wid joined Pfizer 
Pharmaceutical Company and after a number of moves the family settled in Wyckoff, New 
Jersey.   
 
Ellen was also an accomplished violinist and a member of the Ridgewood and New Jersey 
Symphonies playing second violin.  Her violin/piano quintet played regularly at retirement 
homes and for weddings, receptions, and style shows.  She celebrated her 70th birthday by 
having a Music Room built to take piano lessons on her Baby Grand Piano.  Ellen said, “Music 
has given me great joy and has played a major part in my personal history”. 
 
Ellen was initiated into Chapter KJ, Illinois in 1989 and was an active member of Chapter AD, 
New Jersey where she hosted meetings, musical programs, and even an “ART Tour’ of the 
personal collection in her home from the basement to the bedrooms.  As chair of AD’s Scholar 
Awards committee and Chair of the New Jersey State Scholar Awards Committee in 2009, she 
personally cold called colleges, interviewed candidates, and was successful in introducing P.E.O. 
and the Scholar Award to Rutgers University.  Her commitment to the Scholar Awards project 
was tireless.  The Rutgers Dean remembers that how she would march down to New Brunswick 
each year and set up at a table in the Au Bon Pain across from his office and have a wonderful 
time talking to the very diverse group of women the University had identified as candidates for 
the award.  Her excitement when one of them won an award easily equaled that of the winners 
themselves, and her generosity was a lesson to all. The interest, care and concern she displayed 
when interviewing each candidate was remarkable. She held each scholar nominee like a 
precious jewel. Ellen was Chapter AD’s personal “Yellow Rose of Texas.” 
 
Ellen is survived by her three children, ten grandchildren, and seven great grandchildren (one 
more due in April). 
 
Ellen entered Chapter Eternal on February 11, 2016. 
Ellen Crawford ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
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CAROLYN “LYNN” WELLMAN LIVINGSTON 
Chapter AE, Princeton 

 
Carolyn “Lynn” Wellman Livingston was born on March 23, 1933 in Akron, Ohio, and grew up 
in Westfield, New Jersey. 
 
Lynn earned her bachelors in History from Denison University in Grantville, Ohio and her 
masters in History from Stanford University. She then travelled to Germany as a Fulbright 
Scholar aboard the M/S Italia where she met James (Jim) Thomas Livingston.  After many 
interesting adventures together in Europe, she married Jim in Westfield, New Jersey on 
September 7, 1957. 
 
Lynn and Jim moved to Springfield, Missouri in 1962 where Jim started as a Professor of 
Literature at Drury College.  They welcomed two sons, Laurence and Christopher. Lynn was 
honored as an Outstanding Young Woman of Missouri in 1967; Chairperson of the City Parks 
Department from 1974-76; and a member of the City Council from 1977-81.  She resumed her 
academic career earning a Masters in Library Science from the University of Missouri.  After 5 
years as the school librarian at Greenwood Laboratory School, she was hired in 1989 as an 
Associate Professor-Librarian at Rider University in Lawrenceville, New Jersey from which she 
retired after 15 years as an Associate Professor. 
 
During her employment at Rider University, Lynn and Jim moved to Princeton, New Jersey 
where Lynn was an active member of Chapter AE, the Present Day Club, The College Club, and 
the Nassau Presbyterian Church.  Lynn was initiated into Chapter N, Westfield, New Jersey in 
1954, later became a member of IS, Springfield, Missouri, and in 1991 of AE, Princeton.  At IS, 
Missouri, Lynn served as Chaplain, Treasurer and Corresponding Secretary. In Chapter AE she 
served as President and Vice President and was the local chapter chairman for the Scholar 
Awards, the New Jersey Home Fund and Special Assistance Fund, Reciprocity, the P.E.O. 
Foundation, Auditing, and Program.  She also was the Chapter Historian, and Parliamentarian 
and was AE's delegate to the 2013 International Convention in Dallas, Texas. Lynn was 
passionate about the education of women.  At her memorial service, her family asked for 
donations to the P.E.O. Program for Continuing Education in lieu of flowers. 
 
Lynn’s husband of 57 years, Jim, survived her for only about a month.  She is survived by her 
two sons, Laurence and Christopher; her daughters-in-law, Rachel and Tracy; and her five 
grandchildren. 
 
Lynn entered Chapter Eternal on April 7, 2015. 
Lynn Livingston – another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 
  



 
 

2016 Time of Remembrance Biographies 
12 

RUTH HALE 
Chapter AI, Metuchen 

 
Ruth Hale was raised in Metuchen, New Jersey and met her husband Dick at Metuchen High 
School in 1939.  She went to college in Virginia and came back to New Jersey to teach 
elementary school in Edison.  Ruth and Dick married in 1944 while he was home on leave from 
serving in the army during WWII.  They had four children; Susan, Robert, Scott, and Greg and 
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  
 
Ruth was initiated into P.E.O. chapter AI in 1967 and held several offices over the years 
including that of President in 1981-1983.  Ruth was very generous in opening her lovely home to 
many chapter AI social events and meetings. After moving to an assisted living residence, she 
was unable to make chapter AI’s evening meetings and was appreciative when the chapter held a 
few meetings at her residence.  
 
Ruth will be remembered for her sense of humor, love of her family, her ready smile, and for 
living the P.E.O. sisterhood Objects and Aims.  
 
Ruth entered Chapter Eternal on December 28, 2015. 
Ruth Hale ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 

LILLIAN FINCH 
Chapter AL, Toms River 

 
Lillian Finch was born and raised in Baybridge Brooklyn, New York.  She married Raymond 
Finch at the age of 19 and raised 2 children while going to college part time for her teaching 
degree.  She was employed as an elementary school teacher at the Our Lady Help of Christians 
School, Brooklyn for 6 years before retiring in 1995.  After Richard died in 1996, Lillian made 
the move to Leisure Village West in Manchester, New Jersey in 1998 and became an active 
parishioner at St John's Church, Lakehurst. 
 
Lillian's interests were many and varied.  She loved reading, needlework, golf, tennis, yoga and 
gardening, and was famous for being a hot bridge player.  Most of all, she loved spending time 
with her family and took them on cruises so they could all vacation together. 
 
She served as Chapter AL’s Recording Secretary and then took on the job of Treasurer.  She 
loved P.E.O. because of the Sisterhood’s devotion to helping women and because of the warm 
fellowship she experienced with sisters.  She is remembered for never saying “no” when asked to 
do something for P.E.O.   She accepted each challenge with grace and a smile. 
 
She is survived by her daughter Valerie, her daughter-in-law, Laura, and her two grandsons, 
Andrew and Ryan. 
 
Lillian entered Chapter Eternal on February 16, 2016. 
Lillian Finch ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O.  
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SHIRLEY PATTON 
Chapter AL, Toms River 

 
Shirley Patton was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, grew up in Hammonton, New Jersey and 
spent most of her life in Bridgewater and in South Jersey.  She considered herself a Jersey Girl. 
 
She graduated from Douglass College where she studied nutrition, played sports, and met the 
love of her life, Bob.  Shirley, also known as "Sundae" was involved with the Douglass College 
octet known as The Weepies.  She and Bob were married in 1950 and had 3 children.  While 
being a full time mom, Shirley was very involved in her children's activities, Brownies and Cub 
Scouts and the PTA and even took a turn at politics running for town council.   
 
Shirley and Bob were long time members of the Toms River Yacht Club where they made many 
great friends and enjoyed various club events. Shirley worked for Johnson & Johnson for many 
years and after retirement spent some time in real estate working as an Ocean County Realtor.  
She also had run a restaurant kitchen and had been a cosmetic buyer. 
 
Shirley was initiated into Chapter AL in 1991 in Toms River then transferred to Chapter AW in 
1996 to take advantage of its evening meetings.  She transferred back to AL in 2004.  She has 
served as Corresponding Secretary and Guard several different times as well as chairing most of 
the philanthropies at one time or another.  She was very excited and proud that two of her 
granddaughters received ELF loans. 
 
Shirley is survived by her three children, six grandchildren, and one great grandchild.   
 
Shirley entered Chapter Eternal on February 16, 2016. 
Shirley Patton ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 
 
 

CHRISTINE (CHRIS) ERIKSON 
Chapter AO, Chester 

 
Christine (Chris) Erikson was born in New Kensington, Pennsylvania. She graduated from 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) and went to work at Westinghouse in Pittsburgh.  
While working full time, she also earned her MBA from Duquesne University. 
 
She moved to New Jersey in 1981 and began work for M&M Mars in Hackettstown. She later 
worked at Warner-Lambert and then Pfizer when they merged. 
 
Chris met her husband, Steve, in 1981, and the couple married in 1984.  They renewed their 
vows at the Resurrection Church of Randolph last year on the day after Thanksgiving in front of 
family and a few close friends.  She and Steve were best friends and truly enjoyed being together 
whether travelling or just sitting at home on the couch watching TV.  Chris did all of the 
planning for their trips, booking hotels, arranging car rentals, and mapping out each day’s 
adventures.  She and Steve had many, many wonderful European experiences that would not 
have been possible without the many hours of research and planning that Chris put into each trip. 
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Chris adored her two nephews, one of whom spent his high school years living with Chris and 
Steve.  Steve said that Chris did a terrific job guiding, teaching, and mentoring her two nephews.   
 
Chris survived breast cancer almost 24 years ago and put up a strong and determined fight to 
battle lung cancer.  She was introduced to healing touch energy therapy by her sister and was so 
impressed that she became a qualified Healing Touch Practitioner herself volunteering at the 
Carol Simon Cancer Center in Morristown.   
 
Chris entered Chapter Eternal on November 4, 2015. 
Chris Erikson ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O.  
 
 

VERA JUNE BRUECKNER MOHR 
Chapter AV, Annandale 

 
Vera Mohr grew up in Dunellen, New Jersey and attended the New York School of Interior 
Design. Her love of design and style showed in everything that she did throughout her entire life.  
She was vivacious, friendly and embraced life. 
 
She had worked as a secretary with American Cyanamid in Bound Brook from 1953 to 1989, 
and had been honored as Secretary of the Year.  She was a member of the National Secretary’s 
Association and served as its President at one time. 
 
Vera was very active at the Presbyterian Church in Bound Brook, serving as an elder and a 
deacon.  She organized rummage sales, taught Sunday School, organized receptions and used her 
design skills to help around the church and the manse.  She was also the first woman to chair the 
Buildings & Grounds Commission, which had previously been run by the men of the church. She 
also enjoyed her book club, garden club, bridge club and volunteering at the Hunterdon Medical 
Center. 
 
Vera met Charlie, the love of her life, while serving on a church committee. They were married 
in 1988 and together, they traveled the world taking 13 Taulk tour vacations.  They enjoyed the 
theater and entertained their friends and family at their home and at their cabin in the Poconos. 
She was always in the audience for Charlie’s Barber Shop singing performances and was a 
loving stepmother to Daniel, Debra, Donna and David.   
 
Initiated into Chapter I, New Brunswick in 1989, Vera transferred her membership to Chapter 
AV in Annandale in September of 2004, and was very active in P.E.O.  She served as President, 
Vice President, Corresponding Secretary and Recording Secretary, as well as a State Reciprocity 
officer. Her sisters miss her smile, her enthusiasm, her compassion and her joy. 
 
Vera entered Chapter Eternal on October 22, 2015.  
Vera Mohr ~ another note in the song that is P.E.O. 


