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Red Toolbox Spotlight 

 

Chapter Vitality 

Start your P.E.O. year with a celebration 

MEMBERSHIP MOMENT 
Here are a few fun facts to share with your chapter sisters from Out of the Heart, a 
Century of P.E.O. 1869-1969.  Although our seven Founders originally intended to be the 
only members of P.E.O., author Stella Clapp said “that idea was discarded soon when the 
girls began to vision a permanent society, one that would perpetuate itself.” As a result, 
at least sixteen additional women were initiated by the end of 1869. At the time, it was 
common to initiate girls who were as young as 13, a tactic Clapp believes may have been 
used to keep other competing societies from initiating them. Today, thanks to these early 
practices, nearly 230,000 women in the United States and Canada are sisters in P.E.O. 
 

 

“Let’s Go Find the Others” 

Is your P.E.O. elevator speech ready? 
     The concept of an elevator speech was 

developed long ago by salesmen who 

often only had about 30 seconds – the time 

it takes to ride a few floors in an elevator – 

to pitch their wares to a prospective client. 

     While you definitely aren’t selling 

anything when you talk about P.E.O., you 

may very well find yourself in a situation 

one day where someone asks you “What is 

P.E.O.?” When that happens, are you 

prepared to answer? 

     This is especially important as your 

chapter prepares to participate in “Let’s 

Go Find the Others” month in October. 

     At your next meeting, ask chapter 

sisters if they have FRANCs: female 

friends, relatives, acquaintances, 

neighbors or children’s friends who might 

benefit from P.E.O. membership.  

     According to the Brand Tool Kit on the 

P.E.O. website, this is our official elevator 

speech: P.E.O. provides educational 

opportunities for women. We do this by 

offering scholarships, grants, awards and 

loans to help women enhance their lives 

through learning. 

     As a chapter, take a few moments to 

practice these two short sentences. If 

someone you know expresses interest in 

our Sisterhood after you share this, invite 

them to your next social activity. 

 

 

     Whether your chapter meets all 

year long or you’re just beginning the 

P.E.O. year, consider starting with a 

celebration. It’s a great way to 

acknowledge your achievements 

from the year before and review your 

goals for the coming year. 

     Did you find applicants for our 

projects? Celebrate! Did your 

fundraiser(s) bring in a healthy 

amount of money for our projects? 

Celebrate! Review your membership 

goals – did you initiate new sisters or 

welcome unaffiliates? Celebrate! 

     You get the picture – any success 

you realized is cause for a 

celebration. This is an important part 

of chapter life. 

 

Thriving chapters tell us they have fun 

together. That makes it easier for 

members to invite others to social 

activities and, ultimately, initiate them 

into the Sisterhood. Chapters which 

celebrate together, stay together! 

     While you’re at it, review your 

membership goals for the coming year. 

What do you want to accomplish? 

How will you know if you’re 

successful? Make a plan now so you 

will have even more to celebrate next 

year! 

      

The Local Chapter Membership 
Survey can help determine 
areas of strength and 
weakness in your chapter life. 
This is a great tool to help your 
chapter leaders increase 
chapter vitality and set 
philanthropic and membership 
goals for the coming year. This 
electronic Word document can 
be customized according to 
chapter preferences and 
emailed to each sister. 
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